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Abstract

This study aims to discover the effect of applying Cooperative Integrated Reading and
Composition (CIRC) Technique on Student’s Achievement in writing Recount Text. It was
conducted by using experimental research design. This population was the 80 students of SMP
Negeri 1 Stabat as Sample. The samples of the research were two classes divided into two
groups, experimental and control group which were chosen by using random sampling
technique. The Grade VIII-B as Experimental Group was taught by using Cooperative
Integrated Reading and Composition and grade VIII-A as control group was taught by using
conventional teaching writing. The instrument used to collect the data was by asking the
students to write a Recount text. Based on the result of the data analysis, it was concluded that
using Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition significantly affect the student’s
ability in writing recount text (t-calculated > t-table, p=0.05). The using CIRC made the
students write recount text grammatically that without using CIRC. The calculation of t-test is
2.38 > 1.67 with df 78 and the level of significance 0.05. It means that the using CIRC has
significant effect on writing recount text.

Keywords: Experimental Research, Cooperative Integrated Reading And Composition
(CIRC) Technique, Writing Achievement, Recount Text.

1. The Background of The Study

Writing is one of the four basic skills in learning English as a foreign language. Writing is an
important communication tool. Writing is a way of conveying ideas, opinion and thoughts and expressing
them as a series of words and writing them down in a piece of paper. Actually writing is an opportunity, it
allows students to express something about themselves, explore and explains ideas. Students can convey
their ideas in their mind by organizing them into a good text so that the others know them and they can think
critically. Unfortunately, Indonesian students’writing in English is still low. The students are not able to
write English well, they don’t use appropriate words and grammar in writing.

According to Competence Based Curriculum, writing is one four skills that should be mastered by
students. They should be able to write in English writing is one four basic language skills is difficult to study.
It is stated by Allan and Vallet (1981;5) who say that writing maybe considered as the most of difficult
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language skills. Hornby(1974;1016) say that writing is “to put down by means of word on paper”.
Expressing the ideas and thought should be known by the students since it becomes the goal of writing. On
the other hand the students should be able to express their ideas or opinions in paragraph form.

In this study, the writer deals with writing as her topic because during her teaching practice (PPL) at
SMP, she observed that most of the students are not able to write successfully. The writer found that the
students are not able to write in simple sentence especially in writing recount text. They are not confident to
use their own English, because of their limited mastery on grammar and vocabulary, and they are not able to
organize their ideas into a good text. Moreover, in writing process, the students have to master the
knowledge not only about the material but also about grammar and vocabulary. it is needed to know some
methods for helping students in writing ability. The appropriate and comprehensive method for teaching
writing is Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition (CIRC). CIRC is derived from cooperative
learning which facilities the students to understand the text or passage given. The students are taught to work
together with their friends. They work together to achieve the goal or the success which has always been
desired by them. It will help the students in the writing recount text.The research question “Is there any
significant effect on students’ achievement in writing recount by Cooperative Integrated Reading and
Composition technique”?

The Conceptual Framework

Writing is one of the most important skills in language learning besides reading, listening and
speaking. In writing, the students must understand the text and passage. Writing is a process of
communication that introduces graphic symbol or codes in order to convey the message to the readers. It is
also result of combining graphic symbol such as words, phrases and sentences later on formed become
paragraph.

Cooperative Integrated reading and Composition (CIRC) is comprehensive method for teaching

reading, writing and languages arts in the upper elementary grades and middle grades. CIRC consists of three
principle elements: story related activities, direct instruction in reading comprehension and language and art
and writing. In all of these activities, students work in heterogeneous learning teams. The activity in CIRC
involves teacher presentation, team practice, independent practice, assessment and testing. The major
components of CIRC are Reading Groups, Teams, Story related writing, Partner Checking, Test, and
Language Arts and Writing. CIRC is considered to be the most effective way of teaching writing ability.
In this applying, the CIRC create comfortable writing learning condition. All major components of CIRC
involve many activities such as Reading Groups, Teams, Story related writing, Partner Checking, Test, and
language Arts and Writing make the students enjoy the activities because the students can read the text and
correct any errors that the students may make. After that they can identify the story grammar (the character,
the setting, the problem and the solution in the story). And then, in teams, the students can summarize the
main point about the story and make draft composition about ideas and organizational plan and revise of
their composition. Individually, the students can write the words and meaning sentences from the list of
vocabularies given them and write into recount text. They achieve greater success because they can workand
compete in team as well as individually work and they are a part of the teaching learning process.

2. Research Design

This research was conducted in experimental design which consists of pre-test and post-test in order
to know the effect of applying cooperative integrated reading and composition (CIRC) on students’
achievement in writing recount text.
In conducting the experimental research, the sample was divided into two groups. They are control group,
which was taught by using conventional method in writing and the experimental group, which was taught by
applying Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition.
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Population and Sample

The population of this study were class VIII SMP N 1 Stabat. There were eight parallel classes. The
total number of the VIII students are 316 students. This research used to random sampling technique. The
sample was taken two classes from eight class using lottery, the class which taken first was the experimetal
group while next class was control group. Therefore, the sample of this research was class VIII-B as the
experimental group, while class VIII-A as control group taken to represent the entire population.

The Instrument of Collecting Data

This research used writing test as an instrument to collect the data. First for experimental and control
group, the student was given pre-test to find out the homogeneity of the sample and to know the mean on
scores of both groups. And after writer gave treatmentwith the same contents, posttest was given again to
experimental and control group to know the effect of CIRC technique in the experimental class.

The Procedure of Research

Pre-test

Pre- test was conducted to find out the mean scores of each group, the experimental and the control group.
Both experimental and control group test before they taught about recount paragraph. Writer asked them to
write a simple recount paragraph with topic given by the writer.

Treatment

Treatment was given to the experimental group for some period of time. The experimental group students
were taught how to write a short paragraph by using Cooperative Integrated and reading Composition.
While, the control group was taught by using conventional method.

Conventional method in this study means the common method used by the English teachers, as it was
indicated by the researcher in the classroom. It is very common phenomena while the teacher would teach or
enlarge the students, they just ask their students to write a paragraph by using a correct grammar and
construct a meaningful utterance, without teach the effective way how to make a short paragraph and
construct a grammatical rules.

Conventional method does not recognize the collaboration process (the teaching-learning process can be
taught through any technique, such as: exploration, explanation and expression).

Tablel. Treatment for Experimental group.

Meetings Activities Times
1 1. Teacher greeted the students to open the class 5 minutes
2. Give Pre-test 35 minutes
2 Reading groups 15 minutes
The teacher divided the student into some groups
Team 15 minutes

The students then divided into several teams. A teams consist of 4-5 students,
two students from high reading group and two students from low reading group. 10 minutes
Story-Related Writing
The teacher will introduces and discussed the text or story to the writing
groups. Then the teacher distribute the story text to all teams. 10 minutes
Partner Reading
The teacher guided the students in teams to read the write the story with their
partner, alternating each paragraph. The partenr corrects any error the writers
may take.
3 Story grammar and story related writing 15 minutes
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The students are given question realted the story, that emphasize the story
grammars. Then the students identify the characters, the setting, the problem in
the story and the solution the story. At the end, the students responds the story
And write a few parargraph related the topic. 15 minutes
Words out loud
The students given a list of new words used in the story. The students learn
the word, and write the words in their words correctly. 5 minutes
Word meaning
After students practice their pronunciation of the word in the list of
vocabulary, they are asked to look for the meaning in the dictionary, then the
student wrote the meaning sentences of the words.
4 Partner Checking
After student completed the activities above, their partners intial the student 10 mniutes
wrote assignment form indicating that they have completed the story. Then they
ask to their partner in team check it.
Test
Students are given a comprehension test on the story, asked to wrote 15 minutes
meaningful sentences for each vocabulary word. Students are not permitted to
help another on this test. 15 minutes
Integrated language and arts
The students wrote assignment draft composition about ideas and
organizational plan, then they work with teammates to revise the contents of their
composition, and emphasizing the form of grammatical and mechanical

correctness.
5 1. Gave direction related to the Post test 5 mniutes
2. Gave post test 35 minutes

In control group, the students were taught by applying conventional method. The students are always
asked to open their English book in getting some information about the recount writing. The teaching
procedures in control group can be seen in Table 2.

Table 2 Teaching Procedures in Control Group

Meeting Activities Times
1 1. Teacher greeted the students to open the class 5 minutes

2. Gave Pre-test 35 minutes

2 1. The teacher introduced the topic to students 15 minutes

2. The teacher asked them to write and found the difficult words 25 minutes

3 1. The teacher discussed the story with the students, asked them to 15 minutes

translate the text and wrote what the text about

2. The teacher translate the text, give example of correct vocabulary 25 minutes

4 1. The teacher asked the students practiced and wrote their vocabulary 5 minutes

based on teacher instruction
2. The teacher explained what the story was about and then asked them
to do exercise, to answer the question based on the text

35 minutes
5 1. Give direction related to the Post test 5 minutes
2. Give Post-test 35 minutes

Post-Test

The post-test was administered after the treatments have been completed. The administration of this
test is meant to find out the difference in mean scores of both the control and experimental group. This post-
test was used to know the effect of Cooperative Integrated and Reading Comparison on the experimental
group.
Reliability of The Test
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Brown (1988:154) says that reliability is the test designed as the extent to which the result can be considered
consistent or stable. In this study, Pearson Product Moment is used to know the reliability of the the whole
test whether reliable or not.

The Technique for Analyzing Data

To prove the hypothesis it is needed to analyze the data by applying the t-test for independent sample.

3. DataAnalysis and Research Findings

The data was obtained by giving the essay test to students in order to know their achievement in
writing recount text. It is calculated by using the scores of writing test in both of experimental and control
groups. The analysis is intended to get the significant difference between using Cooperative Integrated
Reading and Composition and without using Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition in writing
recount text. The analyzing of the data through pre —test and post-test in both groups, experimental and
control groups are computed by applying t-test formula to proof the hypothesis in this study.

From the data which had been collected, the highest and the lowest pre-test score in the experimental
class and Control Class as a following table 3

Table 3 The Score of experimental class and Control Class

Experimental Class Control Class
Pre-test 53,7 55,27
Post-test 81,52 71,8

The mean score of both groups were significantly different, namely 71.8 for control group and 81.52
for experimental group. It means that the students who had using Cooperative Reading Integrated and
composition got better results in writing recount text than those who had not.

The Reliability of the Test

Collecting data, researcher had administered the same test for both two groups, experimental and
control groups.To know whether the test is reliable or not, the researcher used Person Product Momment
formula.

The calculation shows that reliability of the test was 0.70. Based on the Aruan (2007:34) category of
reliability of test 0.60 < r < 0.80 was high reliability, so 0.70 was a high reliability.
Testing Hypothesis
The hypothesis is aimed at knowing the wheteher the hypothesis is accepted or rejected. Ha (Alternative
hypothesis is accepted if t-observed > t- table. Because Null Hypotheses (Ho) had been successfully rejected
with the value t, (2.38) exceeded the value of t-table (1.67) with o = 0.05 and df = 78 (see Appendix C)

t-Obs > t-table (o = 0,05 ) wit df:40

3.38> 1,67 (o = 0.05) wit df:40

This result showed that Ha was accepted and Ho was rejected.

Research Findings

After analyzing of the data,the researcher found that using Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition
gives a significant effect to students’ achievement in writing recount text. It was found that the mean of
experimental group (81.52) was higher than the mean of control group (71.8). It is proved by result of t-test
in which the score of t-calculated is higher than t-table (t-observed 2.38 > t-table 1.67 with df 40 at level
significance 0.05). So hypothesis is accepted.
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4. Conclussion

Based on the result of the data analysis, it was concluded that using Cooperative Integrated
Reading and Composition significantly affect the student’s ability in writing recount text (t-calculated > t-
table, p=0.05). The using CIRC made the students write recount text grammatically that without using
CIRC.The calculation of t-test is 2.38 > 1.67 with df 78 and the level of significance 0.05. It means that the
using CIRC has significant effect on writing recount text. From the result of the data, it can be seen that the
highest score of experimental group was 96 and the lowest score was 64 in post-test. Meanwhile the highest
score of control group was 91 and the lowest score was 55 in post-test.
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